
     
    
    

    
       

       
    

 
     

       
      

    
    

  
       

     
    

       
        

 

      
     

       
    

        
       

          

 

  
   

  

   
 

  
    

   
 
  

  
  

 
  

 

 
        
   
    

     
   

          
         

  
        

       
      
       
       
         

        
          

   

         
        

        
          

        

 
        

        
       

       
     

       
         

  
      

        
     

       
     

        
  

       
    

     

            

         

  
      

     

     

    

        

        

     

 

     

        

      

    

     

   

        

      

     

        
         

  

       

      

        
     

        
        

           

 
  

   

    

   

   

 

  

     

    

  

   

   

   

 

  

  

 
  

       
    
    

      
    

 
           

          

  

         

        

       

        

       

         

         

           

   

 
          

         

         

           

        

 

         

         

        

        

      

        

          

 

  

       

         

      

 

 

        
      

 

        
   

        
     

      

             

         

Methods 

Analyzing the Link Between Language Skills and Perception
of Social Skills in Children

Simone Caruthers, Noelle Villegas, Abbie Brandt, Halle Rodriguez, Ashlie
Pankonin, Ph.D, CF-SLP, and Alyson D. Abel, Ph.D

San Diego State University, School of Speech, Language, and Hearing Sciences 

Introduction 
Extensive research has been conducted on the 

relationship between social skills and language
impairment in children with developmental language
disorder (DLD) (Rice et al., 1991)
It is widely accepted that language plays a role in
social skills (Fujiki et al., 1996), and past studies have
utilized behavior analysis to confirm this link (Aro et
al., 2012)
There is less understanding of the relationship
between language skills and a child’s self-perception of 
their social skills across language levels
The Clinical Evaluation of Language Fundamentals -
Fourth Edition (CELF-4) thoroughly evaluates a
child’s language skills
A child’s self-perception of their social skills can be 

determined based on self-rankings of their strengths
and weaknesses with additional elaboration 

Purpose: Provide insight into the role of language
skills in a child’s self-perception of their social skills 

Research Question 

How are general language skills related to 

children’s perceptions of their social skills? 

Participants completed the
CELF-4 and a survey

CELF-4 includes four
subtests

A score below 80
suggests DLD

The survey asked
participants to list the top
two easiest and most
difficult school-related
activities from math,
reading, writing, talking,
listening, and making
friends

Participants were
prompted to explain
their response 

Participants 
19 Participants
9- to -12 year olds, M= 10;9, SD= 1;0
10 females, 9 males
15 Monolingual (English), 4 Bilingual
(English/Spanish)
15 without DLD, 4 with DLD
12 Non-Hispanic/Latino, 7 Hispanic/Latino 

Results 

Table 4: Results from logistic regression of CELF-4
scores on self-perception of making friends

(strength/weakness) 

Fig. 1: Self-perception of ability to make friends (strength/weakness)
and CELF-4 scores 

Table 3: CELF-4 score statistics for this group
compared to the normative sample 

Table 2: Participants’ explanations for listing “making friends” as a strength or weakness 

Table 1: Descriptions and associated tasks of CELF-4 subtests 

Findings
For every 1-point increase in CELF-4 score, the odds of a
child listing their ability to make friends as a strength
decreased by 1.8%
However, there is only a non-significant trend of this
inverse relationship between a child’s language skills and
perception of their ability to make friends

There is no statistically significant link between a
child’s language skills and their perception of their 

ability to make friends in this group (p = .067)
More children with low language skills (e.g., children with 

DLD) listed their ability to make friends as a strength than 

as a weakness 

Conclusions 

Acknowledgements &
References 

Although language skills do not appear to be a significant 
predictor of self-perceived ability to make friends in this 

sample, there is a trend suggesting that higher CELF-4
scores might predict that a child is more likely to perceive
their ability to make friends as a weakness 

Implications
This study supports collecting data with a larger sample
size to explore further whether language skills are a 

predictor of self-perception of ability to make friends
This study’s findings also align with other work
investigating children with DLD’s self-perceptions of
word learning (Goussak et al., 2022), suggesting children
with DLD’s self-perceptions are not in line with their skill
levels 

Future Directions 

Future research should investigate children with DLD’s
self-perception of other skills to see whether the inverse 

relationship between self-perception and language skills 

persists 
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